
  

  At Elwick Community School, we start each morning by acknowledging that we live on Treaty 1 land 
followed by O’Canada and an honour song. The honour songs chosen represent the natural life cycles of 
Mother Earth, there is a song for each season to honour the four directions. We are currently singing the 
Bear Song, which many of our students learned during our lunch hour drumming club. When winter comes we 
will sing the Buffalo Song, in the spring we sing Short Eagle Song, and in the summer we sing the Wolf 
Song. 

Music 

   

               

In our music program at Elwick, we strive to enhance our sense of community and culture through the 
exploration of Indigenous music. In particular, we hold a weekly drumming club where the students have 
the opportunity to play a beautiful set of Indigenous drums, connect to the medicine wheel teachings as 
they relate to the drum, and learn to sing traditional songs. This club is open to all students in the school. 

 

 

 

 

 



In Grades 1-3 

  Our early years students have been renegotiating their classroom treaties as they have now had time to 
reflect on their initial promises. They discuss whether they are being honoured, and if they are meeting 
the needs of their classroom communities. They are learning to shake hands and sign their treaties as a 
symbol of their friendship, mutual respect, and responsibility to honour their agreements. Classrooms have 
been using the Treaty Tales book series, the medicine wheel, and our school belief statement to help them 
frame their conversations. 

                         

          

On September 30th, our early years students also took some time to honour Orange Shirt Day, what it 
means to them, and why it is important. Students are continuing to investigate Shi-Shi-Etko by Nicola I. 
Campbell and When I Was Eight by Christy Jordan-Fenton and Margaret Pokiak-Fenton as a starting to 
point to build their understanding of Residential Schools.  

                   



Room 10 

Who Am I? 

 In Room 10 we have been learning about who we are. We have asked ourselves “Who Am I?” to help 
us gain a better understanding of our identities. We have discussed our interests and our passions. We 
have also talked about the groups we identify with, our culture, and our heritage. KG represented her 
identity with an eagle feather, because it signifies her Dakota heritage. JS shared that he is a Canadian 
who likes to read and play soccer. KL shared that he likes playing with lego, basketball is his favourite 
sport, he collects Pokemon cards, and he thinks writing is fun. He also acknowledged that he is from the 
Philippines. We have created a mural to represent our different identities and to show that we all belong at 
Elwick School. On our mural we included the statement We Are All Treaty People to represent our Canadian 
identities. 

 

Why Are We Are All Treaty People? 

 A grade 2/3 student understands that we are all Treaty People, because we live in Canada where 
Treaties were made a long time ago. AS adds to this by stating the First Nations Peoples and the 
Newcomers made a Treaty that was based on promises. KL shared that Treaty 1 was made and signed at 
Lower Fort Garry in Manitoba. The kids in Room 10 understand how important a Treaty is, because we have 
our own classroom Treaty. We try our very best to honour our Treaty which is an agreement between 
students and adults. Treaties are beneficial to all people living in Manitoba and Canada. As successors of 
the Treaties, we are all Treaty People.  

 We enjoyed celebrating Elwick’s Treaty Days May 17th to 19th which promoted an understanding of 
the significance of Treaties in the creation of Canada.  

 

 



In Grade 4/5 

  Grade 4/5 students have been investigating our school belief statement and what it means for them.  

                              

To compliment this, some classes have  been studying David Bouchard and Dr. Joseph Martin’s book on the 
Seven Sacred Teachings, Niizhwaaswi gagiikwewin, developing their understanding of the 7 Teachings and 
how they can use them to build community and guide their journey on Mother Earth. 

 

One grade 4/5 teacher states 

 ‘I am fortunate enough to be taking part in a six week professional development series at WAG called 
Contemporary Indigenous Art and Education project. Through guest artists and speakers we reflect on our 
pedagogy of what it means to bring art, as “speech in motion”, to the classroom.’ 



 In 6/7/8 
Room 19 

 

Orange Shirt Day & Residential Schools 

In our grade 7/8 classroom we have looked at the topics of residential schools and how and why our 
school and others across Canada celebrate Orange Shirt Day. Students completed some research around 
both topics as well as watching videos around the topics. Some students in the class also showed previous 
Power Point projects they completed around Residential Schools. These topics allowed for rich discussions 
and allowed students to gain a better understanding as well as ask questions they had. Students were then 
asked to design their own orange shirt to highlight thoughts, feelings, ideas or what they had learned.  

Room 16 

Our class has been learning about Residential Schools' History.  We have been having discussions of what 
went on as well as building our understanding of treaty agreements. We are watching residential school 
survivor videos, reading stories such as Sugar Falls, The Life of Helen Betty Osborne, and Secret Path to 
help guide our learning. We are continually thinking and coming up with ways to help be a part of the 
journey to reconciliation. We made a heart garden to recognize the loss of residential school students. 
Below are some images of students' work. 

                                                             

                                                         



Treaty Days

 



 

Our Community Members 

 We continue to welcome the knowledge and gifts of our community members as we work together to raise 
our children. Families come together to learn new skills and build new friendships. Families are always 
welcome to share their gifts with teachers and students in classrooms. 

 

  



Sage Picking 
                                                                                      

 Our year at Elwick is off to a busy start! On 
September 28, a small group of students from 
grades 2-8 went Sage picking at Bird’s Hill Park 
alongside some teachers and support staff from 
Elwick. Our students provided a small offering of 
tobacco to the earth, witnessed a pipe ceremony, 

and were taught how to harvest the Sage.  

 

We carefully removed the stalk of the plant 
with the roots in the ground, and spread the 
seeds of the female plants; this is to help a new 
generation of Sage continue to grow. Our 
harvested Sage is now dried and ready to be 
used as a part of our school Smudge program! 
Miigwetch to our students and staff who 
participated in our Sage harvest!  

 

- Ms. Henry, on behalf of the Sage picking group - 

  

        

 

 


