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 Gisinaa agwagiing. 
Its cold outside.

gih/sih/naah  

uh/gwuh/geeng
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Gigii ozhii’anaan 
bakwezhigan.  

We make bannock.
gih/gee 

oh/zhee’uh/naahn 

buh/kway/zhih/guhn 





Gitaadiziig 
dibaajimoowag. 
Elders tell stories.

gih/taah/dih/zeeg 

dih/baah/jih/mooh/wuhg





Nimijikaawanan. 
My mittens.

nih/mih/jih/kaah/wuh/nuhn





Giga-nagamomind. 
We will sing.

gih/guh-nuh/guh/moh/mihnd





Giga zhooshkwajemind. 
We will slide.

gih/guh 

zhooh/shkwuh/jay/mihnd





Nizhooshkwaade. 
I skate.

nih/zhoosh/kwaah/day





Ishke awe goon inini. 
Look at the snowman.

ih/shkay

uh/way  

goohn  

ih/nih/nih







English Sounds like 
(phonetics)

English Word Example Ojibwe Word Example

a uh Sounds like an English u as in up or cup ambe (sounds like uhmbay)

aa aah Has a bit of an extended sound as in 
ah-ha or haaw

omaa (sound like omaah)

b b Can sound like English p/b combined bangan

ch ch Can sound like English ch/j combined apichi

d d Can sound like English d/t combined 
or d

debwe

e ay Sounds like a long English a as in play awe (sounds like away)

g g Can sound like Engligh g/k combined gaawiin 

h h Sounds like Engligh h haawnsa

‘ - Is used like a hyphen in English Is used to create a pause 
when two vowels are used 
consecutively like ma’iingan

i ih Sounds like a short English i as in bit ikwe(sounds like ihkway)

ii ee Sounds like a long English e as in beet niin (sounds like neen)

j j Sounds like english j jibwaa 

k k Can sound like english k/g combined ikwe 

m m Sounds like English m makade

n n Sounds like English n niimi

o ou or oh Sounds like the beginning of a short u 
in English combined with a double oo  
as in soup

owe (sounds like ooway or 
ohway)

oo ooh Sounds like a drawn out double oo  in 
English as in zoo or pooh

boozhoo (sound like
boohzooh)

p p Sounds like an English p opin

s s Sounds like English s niswe

sh sh Sounds like English sh Anishinaabe

t t Can sound like English t/d combined niitaa

w w Sounds like English w waabang

y y Sounds like English y eya 

z z Sounds like English z zagime

zh zh Sounds like English zh combined zhaawanong



1. Pitawanakwat, B. (2009). Anishinaabemodaa pane oodenang – A qualitative study of Anishinaabe language revitalization as 
self-determination in Manitoba and Ontario. (Unpublished doctoral dissertation). University of Victoria, Victoria, BC.
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What the teachers say and
we do: singular commands

Wegonen 
gikinoomaageg 
ikidoowad zhigo 

wiidodamang. 

Wegonen 
gikinoomaageg 
ikidoowad zhigo 

wiidodamang. 

How are the children feeling?
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Aaniin 
abinoojiiyag 
enamijiwad? 

Aaniin 
abinoojiiyag 
enamijiwad? 

Wegonen
doodaman?

What are you doing? 

Riverbend School

What is he/she doing at school?

Wegonen doodang 
gikinoomaagewigamig?

Wegonen doodang 
gikinoomaagewigamig?

Numbers
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AngidaasonanAngidaasonan
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Wegonen
owe?

Wegonen
owe?

What is this?

Summer
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DagwaaginDagwaagin
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Nijiikendam 
aaniish.

I am happy because.

Nijiikendam 
aaniish.

What are the animals doing?

Wegonen awesii 
doodaamowad?
Wegonen awesii 
doodaamowad?

What the teachers says.
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Gikinoomaageg 
ikidowad

Gikinoomaageg 
ikidowad

Wegonen
doodaman

 gwiiwizens zhigo 
ikwezens?  

Wegonen
doodaman 

gwiiwizens zhigo 
ikwezens?

 What are the boy and girl doing? 

SPRING
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 Ziigwan Ziigwan

Illustrator:
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 Look at me and my relatives.

  Ishke niin zhigo 
ni-dinawemaaganag.

  Ishke niin zhigo 
ni-dinawemaaganag.
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