
 

 

  

 

Report to Community 
2018-2019 



Edmund Partridge Report to Community  

 
PAGE 1 

 

 

Edmund Partridge Community School is a vibrant and diverse school; we 

pride ourselves on being kind caring citizens. As a school, we have five 

pillars that drive our teaching and learning that interweave numeracy and 

literacy. 

 

 Indigenious Education 

 Education for sustainable development 

 Building a positive, safe, and caring  school culture 

 Technology 

 Strength based learning 

 

Our report to community for 2018-2019 was written in conjunction with 

student voice and teacher voice that we hope gives you a sense of the 

learning that happens in our school community. 
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Our class plays games 

that help kids solve 

problems and build their 

skills. The games helped 

with building 

communication 

skills and 

relationships with 

other kids. Our 

class loved 

listening to 

Mr.Nein read the 

Skeleton Creek 

series. Our class 

would always beg 

for Mr.Nein to 

read it. It's a great 

combination of 

videos and 

reading! There was a contest about writing that we entered, 

and we had to write a funny memoir. We brought in Big 

Daddy Tazz to help us write our stories, and it was great to 

have him come in and help us. We had a lot of fun, and the 

year just blew by! 

 

From the teacher 

We also did a bunch of great math activities and played games that helped the kids grow. We did some 

really fun design projects like “The Furthest Flight” that many kids talked about in their year-end 

reflections. Even though we learned a lot, we know that kids remember the little things, and the 

relationships built. That’s what they wanted to share with you. Room 204 was a special place this year, 

and we grew to be a special community. 
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This year was a very productive year in Room 205.  

In Math, we covered the entire curriculum for Grade 6. There are many curricular outcomes to 

learn. The students worked so hard and accepted new challenges. Amazing! 

In Language Arts, we began working with Syd Korsunsky, aka Mr. K.  Even though I am a 

seasoned teacher, I abandoned my traditional tried and true method and took on the Writer’s 

and Reader’s Workshop approach. The students where very engaged. They read all kinds of 

great literature. They wrote incredible memoirs. They were prolific in their poetry production so 

much so that we produced a collection of more than 30 poems.  

In Social Studies, we fervently studied Canada from Confederation to the Present. In Science, we 

studied the themes of Electricity, Flight, Space, and Diversity of Living Things. In French we 

studied beaucoup de vocabulaire et themes such as Winter Festivals. 

The highlight was the Arts in the Park performance. The class sang and danced their way 

through ‘We Are Family’ and ‘Le Freak’. They were stellar! We also attended field trips to the 

Western Canada Aviation Museum, Oak Hammock Marsh, and The Canadian Human Rights 

Museum. 

Ms. Peltz, Room 205 Classroom Teacher
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As I sit in the classroom, filled with people I’ve grown to call my friends, I think back to all the 

fun things that have occurred this year. From memories that include stupid things being said to 

one another, to more injury inducing dares, the class I see every day somehow stopped being 

my peers, and started becoming my family. We’ve spent more time with one another than with 

anyone else, and it’s easy to realize that a special bond has formed within all of us, a true love 

and friendship that’s pretty rare.  

On the more productive side of things, this year was one of the best. From interactive projects 

such as book clubs with our classmates in which we had the opportunity to discuss our thoughts 

and questions on each section of a chosen book, to more personal work, for example, our 

homelessness inquiry where we had to embody a character going through homelessness and 

write journal entries in the mind of said person.  

We’ve gone all over Winnipeg in search for more information; visiting Siloam Mission and 

heading to the Forks and the Human Rights Museum. I think this way of learning is better, 

because after learning it all through paperwork and reading, we can finally visualize the contents 

of what we really learned. Besides, who’s really going to dismiss the opportunity to run around 

downtown?  

Our last big project of the year will be writing/recording a PSA on the topic of climate change, 

and bringing awareness to certain issues, both Manitoba based and worldwide. I believe we 

have had a chance to become more independent in our work, and I know that I am going to go 

into high school next year with an eased mind due to my exposure to responsibility and hard 

work these past 2 years.  

But most importantly, I know I will miss being in Ms. Hall’s class. From jokes to deep talks, we 

find ways to make each other laugh every single day, and I’m afraid that I won’t find that as easy 

as it was over the course of my 7 & 8 grades.  

 

Bella McIntyre 
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Throughout this year there was a lot of fun and excitement had in Room 105. Group work was 

emphasized this year and was put on display during the students’ presentations and STEM 

challenges. 

 

Here are a few highlights of our year: 

 

During one exciting STEM challenge, students had to work as a group to make a pyramid of 

red cups by only using five pieces of string and an elastic band to carry the cup from its 

starting position to its place in the pyramid formation. 

“The highlight of this year was the STEM project” writes Cerio. “It made you think like a team.” 

 

Our class was invited to take part in the Youth Matter Conference put on by Project 11 and 

the Winnipeg Police. This conference had great speakers and talked about the importance 

of mental health and wellness. Mr. Craig Heisinger spoke because his dear friend Rick 

Rypien had passed away. Craig Heisinger also spoke about his battle with mental health 

issues. 

“We learned many things that were going on, it was also motivational” Timmy says. 

 

One project the class worked on in Science involved trying to keep an ice cube from 

melting for a whole day. They were instructed to gather information from previous 

experiences and design a cooler that could keep an ice cube from melting. At the end of the 

day, the students checked their coolers and while only a few ice cubes survived a lot of 

learning and reflections were made. 

“We built our own cooler and experimented which cooler could keep an ice cube frozen the 

longest” Kara spoke. 

 

Last but not least, the magazine project. During that project the students picked a topic 

that they were interested in and wrote a full magazine about it. Using the research skills 

they were taught in class, the students had to look up different types of articles and 

elements typically found in magazines (letters to the editor, interviews, reviews, etc.). 

“My favourite project was the magazine. The magazine gave me an opportunity to research and 

learn about different genres of music/singers” said Hailey. 
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In my first year at E.P. and teaching grade 6, our class of adults and students spent the 

year learning and growing with each other. We were able to have experiences in school, 

but also in the community. We spent a day at the Manitoba Museum soaking in the 

planetarium and the various exhibits. We had numerous STEM workshops through 

W.I.S.E, along with Indigenous teachings from elders and experts. In addition, our class 

along with Room 108 were fortunate to spend a morning learning about the history of the 

Winnipeg General Strike. This year, students had many times where we were able to 

leave the school to learn and I am grateful for the many opportunities. Another highlight 

this year was taking city transit to spend the morning at Winnipeg Harvest. It was a 

humbling experience for many of our students to see the hard work that goes into this 

organization. Our school also had many in school experiences that many of our students 

participated in which included Shrek the Musical and Arts in the Park. As well, we are 

proud of our student athletes who represented our school and classroom well as Bulldog 

Athletes. I wish the students of Room 109 a wonderful summer and hope that Grade 7 is 

an even more rewarding year of learning.  
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This year from September to June we have learned so much, from Math to Science and 

everything in between. As a class, we have grown with each other and with our knowledge, skills 

and attitudes. We talked a lot about the Holocaust and the wars that Canada has been involved 

in. We had the opportunity to listen to a Holocaust survivor in person, and we were able to 

make connections to what Canada did to our Indigenous children and families in our past. I 

believe that if we do not learn about the Holocaust we would allow it to happen again. In the 

beginning, I had no idea of what the Holocaust was and now I have so much understanding and 

knowledge of the impacts of genocide. 

In Math, we reviewed information from previous years, but also gained more insight into the 

expectations of high school. In Science we worked on forces and structures, as a group we had 

made towers and bridges. In ELA, we read the Outsiders and currently reading the Hunger 

Games. In French, we held a fashion show and we created and cooked our French recipe. We 

had to speak it in French and even got to try each other’s creations from our recipe. 

 When learning I found it important to connect and learn with peers in the class. When working 

in a group it can be easier but it can also help us individually become a better person. We 

definitely learned how to be good community members in grade 7. We did many projects, from 

posters to Power Points to Science fair style projects and everything in between. As a class, we 

also placed first in the Grade 7 Spirit Week competition and Mr. Robillard surprised us when he 

cheered very loudly during the tug war (more then the students). As we took the win, we were 

also very positive and generous with each other and the other classes. Our class loves to have 

fun with everything but we also know when we need to work hard to achieve success.  

In Mr. Robillard’s class, we learned how to gain confidence when speaking in front of the class. 

Throughout the year we have learned how to do many different things and public speaking was 

one of the biggest and most important. We have done a lot of public speaking from topics about 

the Holocaust to continents and countries. As an individual and in groups we had to be capable 

of not only doing research about our topics, but we had to be able to present our projects/ideas 

in front of the class. We even had to make dramatic scripts and perform them to the class.  
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This year in Room 206, we incorporated cultural and Indigenous perspectives 

through learning the history of Diwali, Chanie Wenjack’s story through The 

Secret Path, Insta-Poets and new age Poetry. We formed book clubs focusing 

on human rights/social justice. We discussed current events such as Shoal 

Lake, Missing & Murdered Indigenous women, politics, mental health, the 

environment and pop culture.  In Math, we discovered how the world around 

us includes fractions, unit rate, graphs, Pythagorean Theorem and algebra. In 

Science, we investigated the parts of the heart and eye through dissections 

and experiments. In Social Studies we analyzed the legacy left behind by 

Ancient Civilizations and presented inquiry projects in a Medieval Fair. Lastly, 

we enjoyed outings to The Manitoba Museum, Youth BIOlab Jeunesse – St. 

Boniface Hospital and Arts in the Park! 
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Grade 8 in Edmund Partridge 
By Caris Pittman 

  

Grade 8 was one of my favourite school years and it was filled with many 

good times and memories. I went on field trips, learned new things, and made 

new friends. All the teachers and EAs were kind and helped me understand new 

concepts to prepare me for highschool. My favourite subject would probably have 

to be math because my teacher, Miss Yevtushenko, helped me understand it and 

make it a lot more interesting and logical. I had many highlights during this year 

so picking just a few was definitely a challenge. 

 

 One of my favourite field trips was when we went to the museum to learn 

about ancient Egypt and how mummies were prepared for the afterlife. The 

WISE presentations were also very fun, especially the dissections and 

programming ones. I also loved when we wrote our own takes on “Harris 

Burdick” stories and sent them to real-life publishers. TAS was also fun and it 

helped me find new interests I didn’t know I had. Overall, my grade eight 

experience was great and I’ll definitely miss Edmund Partridge. 
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In the fall, one of our highlights was going to the zoo and Kildonan Park, and learning 

about different animals and their habitats. We got to hold a snake and touch it! Some 

people were scared and grossed out, but the majority were open to the idea. I liked the 

Kildonan Park animal research because we got to choose different animals and write 

stories about them. I was surprised by how many animals actually live in the park! 

 
I liked how we got to work together making a graphic novel. It was the first big project 
that we did, and in the end we put chapters together to make a whole novel. It was a 
good experience to compare and see what other people did. 
 
Math was fun this year. Our brains got a workout. In the beginning, everyone was so 
stressed about math tests, but now I laugh because they were not that bad and were even 
kind of fun. 
 
We learned about human rights during the time of World War I and II by doing projects 
on the Holocaust and the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike. It’s fun to learn about history 
and these time periods were really interesting. 
 
We read lots in class, and some of us read over 45 books this year! Most people read 
more than they had before. 
 
In the spring, we competed in the gym riot. We worked together as a team to win games 
and support each other. We had fun showing our school spirit and working hard. We 
ended up in third place, but we didn’t care because we tried our best and were happy 
with our results. 
 
There were a few twists and turns this year, but in the end, we got through the year with 
Ms. O’Leary’s help and by helping each other. 
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Roots of Empathy 

Roots of Empathy is a program where you learn about the development of 
a baby by watching it grow up, learning to crawling and starting to talk and 
walk. This year, in our class, it was with the mother named Cady, and her 
baby Liam. In the first couple visits Liam was very young and just making 
noises telling us what he wanted. He was only able to move his hands and 
legs. Then we got to see Liam crawling and standing and he started to get 
more comfortable with us because he was seeing us every month! He 
started to smile a lot as he got older. 
It was really cool to see him growing up. He started off not being able to 
move much, and then he started making funny sounds and walking. I 
learned about how babies respond best to black and white when they are 
younger, you have to be very cautious about strapping a baby into a baby 
seat, when they are sleeping be careful they aren’t facing into a pillow. I will 
also always remember that shaking a baby can damage their brain. 
I enjoyed Roots, and I am glad I was part of it this school year! 
         -Aijo, Room 203 
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This year has been so full of memorable learning experiences for all of us in room 200. We all agreed that 

some of the most memorable and meaningful learning took place during Writer’s Workshop. We focused on 

using choice and voice in our writing this year. 

Meaning, we could write about whatever we wanted as 

long as it was meaningful to us and we crafted our 

stories. We are learning to write as real writers do.  

Throughout the 

year, we developed our 

skills and crafted stories 

we were proud of. We 

ended off our year 

learning to be poets. 

Many of us found that 

writing poetry is not as 

hard as we thought. We 

all enjoyed developing 

the skills to express our 

thoughts, emotions and 

tell stories using this fun 

and creative form of 

writing. 

Another 

highlight from our 

year was our inquiry 

into residential 

schools. We began 

by participating in 

the “Blanket 

Exercise”, a 

simulation of 

colonization in 

Canada. Afterward, 

we had many 

questions about 

Residential Schools 

like, “Why did it 

happen?” and “How 

many kids ran away?” We watched documentaries, read news articles and 

graphic novels. We listened to survivors like Elder Mary Courchene and 

Theodore Fontaine tell their stories and the impact school had on their lives. 

Our biggest take away from this inquiry was that; more people should have 

been standing up for these kids sooner.  

We learned even more about standing up for others and ourselves 

on our field trip to the Human Rights Museum. We practiced using our voice to 

spread knowledge and awareness when creating PSAs for our science inquiry into “A Plastic Ocean” and 

climate change.  Many of us were disappointed and shocked about the current state of our planet and we 

talked as a class about changes we can make today to create awareness and positive change. I think all of 

us would agree, we look at plastic in a different way now. After a year of learning and growing as a class, we 

look forward to reflecting on our year while creating our individual “Zines”; a collection of writing pieces to 

help us remember and celebrate our grade 7 year at Edmund Partridge Community School. 
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This school year in Room 201, we have been doing many cool things, from having “choice and 

voice” in our writing, classroom debates in social studies, and even spending time doing an egg drop test, 

which the students had requested throughout the year! One highlight of the year has been the different math 

activities that we played to help students strengthen their understanding of concepts. In one of the activities 

we played as a class, students had to roll two dice, and try their luck at landing the correct ordered pair to 

win a prize! Students were all very eager for their turn at a chance to win one of the candy packages 

attached to a Cartesian plane, which took up a moderate size of our classroom wall. 

 

 
 

Throughout the year, I had noticed that many of the students enjoyed acting in skits. This was 

apparent through some of their participation with Shrek the musical, but also during our exploratory 

assignment that involved students creating a skit displaying an act of kindness. I thought that it would be 

such a fun idea for the students to create a social studies skit that would display the Universal Human 

Rights, as it was our current social studies unit at that time. It was another highlight of the year because 

students showed so much enthusiasm, engagement, and excitement, to plan a scene and record it within a 

small group. Students were able to collaborate ideas and explain why their scene was able to show their 

respective human right. It was really fun to see everyone participate, even if some students preferred an off-

camera role, such as being the person responsible for recording the scene! 
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Report to Community – Physical Education Department  

  

  
  

This fall, EP was chosen to be a trial school of the Bicycle Education & Skills Training (BEST) program, 

which aims to help improve cycling skills and confidence of students in grades 4-8. In partnership with 

community resources, each student participated in 6 classes of the program through our physical education 

classes.   

  

The program supplied students with bikes and helmets in order for all students to have the same access to 

equipment, which stayed at the school for the duration of the program. Students learned proper hand 

signals, how to safely shoulder check, and where to position themselves in a lane within the schoolyard. 

After students showed a good understanding of the skills necessary to bike safely on the road, they were 

then taken in small groups with an instructor around the community in order to put their skills into practice of 

how to safely ride on roads.     

  

Some of our students with limited biking experience were given the opportunity to practice their skills in an 

alternative environment under the guidance of an instructor. With the extra practice, many of these students 

were able to join their peers in the community group cycle by the end of the program, and some continued to 

work on the schoolgrounds to progress their skills further.   

  

The BEST Bike Program was a great opportunity to participate in a life-long physical activity and to increase 

student confidence in active transportation. We are excited to continue this program next fall as a part of our 

physical education classes as we continue to explore nontraditional games and activities.  
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We have had an amazing year at Edmund Partridge this year and are 

looking forward to what 2019-2020 has to bring! 

 

 

 


