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To Our 
Community…

Although we couldn’t be together in person, we thank you 
for being with us in spirit. In a year like no other, Seeds of 
Peace continued to grow with strength, vibrance, and 
love. 

Let us share, with you, our journey through PEACE:

• Politeness & Purpose

• Empathy & Equity

• Acts of Kindness & Activism

• Cooperation & Community

• Everyone Counts & Empowerment

We look forward to being back together very soon.



At James Nisbet…

We celebrate and honour our 
diversity. 

We acknowledge those who 
came before us. We are 
stronger together.  Let us 
share some ways that we 
have shown this at our 
school this year.

This heart has an affirmation of Peace from all of 
our students. 





Diwali by Room 6

Diwali “The Festival of Lights” was 
celebrated on November 13 at James 
Nisbet Community school. We in Room 6 
came together and took part in rich 
discussions, listened to stories, created 
rangolis, bejeweled thalis, painted divas 
and listened to upbeat traditional music. 
We enjoyed learning and celebrating this 
wonderful holiday together as a class.



Room 7’s Memories

The whole class had a great time 
creating our class soup can logo. 
They really felt like they were 
making a difference and were so 
proud when bringing in soup to 
donate.

"It was really nice to see everyone 
else's soup cans. It felt like a good 
thing to go when we donated the 
soup to people who needed it." 
Robinhood

We had some really good conversations about what 
happened to Ms. Phyllis. A lot of them were very 
upset at the thought that these little children were 
taken away from their families. Lots of the students 
wished they would have been there to help them. 
They were all very glad to make our class orange 
shirt so they could send their messages to 
residential school survivors and those that did not 
make it home.

"I felt sad for Ms. Phyllis." Ripjit
"It made me sad that they took her orange shirt." 
Shayla

This year with everything going on, it was 
important to take care of our mental health. 
We decided a good way would be to practice 
Yoga. We weren't able to do Yoga everyday 
but we were able to do 3-4 Yoga work outs a 
week. Sometimes we did lessons that were 
upbeat and got us moving when our bodies 
were low and feeling tired. Other times we did 
calm lessons that helped our bodies relax 
when we were feeling a bit anxious or 
unsettled.

"It was really fun and relaxing!" Robinhood
"It felt super fun!" Ripjit
"I liked the different stretches." Shayla
"I felt happy!" Luke



ROOM 5’S 
ACTIVITIES: 
WHETHER IT WAS 
TERRY FOX, THE 
SOUP DRIVE, OR 
CELEBRATING 
THE SNOW, 
THERE WAS AN 
ACTIVITY FOR 
EVERYTHING! 



Honouring the Kids: Written by Room 26

On May 29th , 215 kids were found in a grave at a residential school in British Columbia.  We felt sad, depressed, mad, hurt, 
enraged.  We decided to have a group talk about how to honour the 215 kids.  Some of our ideas were:

To make posters to inform the community,  doing a writing piece,  planting orange flowers, planting sunflowers, make notes 
to honour the kids, time capsule messages, plant a fir tree (because that was the kind of tree in the Shi-shi-etko book that 
Shi-shi-etko lays down her bag of memories), put up an Indigenous flag on the flagpole, fold 215 paper cranes like we read 
about in the Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, paint 215 peace signs

We decided to plant 215 orange marigolds.  We thought we would plant them in the garden boxes but when we measured, 
we realized it was too small.  Then we found a piece of soil on the ground in the front of the school.   It was full of weeds.  
We mean FULL!  We had to dig them out.  It was a hot and sunny day but what did we do?  We pulled them all out.  We 
didn’t stop trying.  Finally, we planted the marigolds.  It was kind of scary because our class were scared of the bees that 
might land on the marigolds.  There was also 1000’s of ants.  If you look at the front of the school, under the flagpole you will 
see a patch (a mini field) of marigolds.  We ask that you have a moment of silence when you look at the 215 marigolds.



ROOM 
11’S 

PEACE 
GARDEN

Jagbir: We planted our vegetables with 
Mrs. Merlin and called our garden the 3 
Sister’s Garden because we planted 
corn, squash, beans and peas.

Japjot: We planted the 3 sisters to 
honour and remember the 215 kids 
found at Kamloops Residential School.

Hunar: We need to water the plants every 
day and look after them.

Liam: Mrs. Merlin told us the reason we 
are calling it the 3 Sisters Garden is 
because peas or beans, corn and squash 
all go together. And we need to water 
them to help keep them alive. 



PRIDE! by Room 17

June is Pride month. 

Mrs. Mackay’s Cutiepies were wondering what the 
colours of the Pride flag stood for.

Ms. Martina read Our Rainbow by Little Bee Books and 
let us know what each colour represented.

This inspired conversation and poetry in the classroom.

Prabhleen wrote this poem that she read to the school 
on announcements one morning.

She also gifted her original poem to the school and it is 
now displayed in the school office!





At James Nisbet…

We are mathematicians. We are engineers and 
architects. We are gamers and game creators. We 
are questioners, problem solvers, and 
investigators. We are scientists and designers. 



Wonder of Work Program  W.O.W.  (Career Trek): Written by Room 12

During the Winter, and early Spring of 2021 my students were very lucky to be 
part of the WOW program. This program provided the opportunity for us, me 
included, to explore a vast number of career fields through hands-on learning.  

This program used to run on Saturdays, but this year due to COVID-19 it was 
adapted to online, live programming that took place inside our classroom for 
two hours each week. We were able to see, hear, and talk to our different 
instructors each week.  The kids loved it and got to enjoy and experience the 
learning over a span of 10 weeks.

Before each session of specific career field learning started, the instructors 
would go over the education requirements for each of these careers, starting 
with “YOU MUST GRADUATE”, with the children chanting along.  Then they 
would talk about avenues of post grade 12 learning at U of M, U of W, Brandon 
University, Mennonite Brethren College and more.  This really opened their 
minds to the options they have once they graduate grade 12.  Plus, each lesson 
was followed by a self-reflection period and a question-and-answer period led 
by the Career Trek Instructor.



Continued… by Room 12

The children learned about 10 different possible career paths they 
could follow grade 12: 

• *Week 1: Announcer

• * Week 2: Water Quality Technologist  (We created water filters)

• * Week 3: Storyboard Artist

• * Week 4: Biomedical Engineer  (We created robotic hands)

• * Week 5: Graphic Designer 

• * Week 6: Civil Engineering Technologist   (We created bridges)

• * Week 7: Costume Designer 

• * Week 8: Video Game Developer

• * Week 9: Marketing Specialist  (We created our own Pizza 
companies, complete with logo, slogan and designed a delivery box 
for the pizzas.)

• * Week 10: Chemist

Our classes were on Tuesdays, and each Monday the students would 
eagerly ask “what career are we learning about tomorrow?”  There 
was such a vast range of careers offered that EVERY student had a 
career, or two, that they were particularly interested in.



At James Nisbet…

We are writers. We are authors 
and illustrators. We are readers 
and orators. We are artists, 
teachers, daydreamers, and 
believers. We are who we want to 
be and we can be what we want 
to be. 



ROOM 18’S IDEAS ABOUT PEACE



The Artists of Room 
25

In Room 25, we have 
explored many forms of art. 

We used watercolour paints 
to add life to our 
Remembrance Day poetry 
and create vibrant 
cityscapes.

We used acrylic paints and 
learned about colour theory 
as we created our own Piet 
Mondrian inspired art pieces. 

We’ve also had a lot of fun 
using chalk pastels to make 
wintry snowmen. 



Rm. 25 Continued…

The most challenging art piece 
was our Mother’s Day craft. We 
learned how to manipulate clay 
into pinch pots/bowls. It was hard 
work! We decorated and carved 
designs into the clay then let it 
dry for several days. Miss Lee 
then brought them to another 
school where they could  be 
baked in a special oven. Next, we 
painted them with a special 
glaze, and again Miss Lee 
brought them to the other school 
to be “fired”. The flower pots 
turned out beautifully! It was a 
long project but worth it!



THIS 
YEAR IN 
MUSIC…



“Nisbet’s Seeds of PEACE will keep on growing and  
Nothing Can Stop them…not even Covid”
By Mr. Marzo’s Grade 4/5 

• Everyone in our class admits that this school year was a 
very challenging one. But, just like our class motto, we 
will continue to thrive in spite of the restrictions due to 
Covid. We continued to learn our academics, celebrate 
the diversity of cultures and sow the seeds of PEACE 
throughout the school year.

• In Math, we did not only learn about numbers, fractions, 
decimals, but we also learned how to be problem solvers 
through our exploration and discovery of the different 
ways and strategies to solve those problems. We’ve also 
learned that it is okay to make mistakes, but we have to 
learn from them.  We have learned to use the resources 
around us to help us understand the math concepts. 



Mr. Marzo’s continued…
As mathematicians, we also had fun creating our 
pizza using our knowledge of fractions and tapping 
the artistic talents we have.

As mathematicians , we were also able to publish 
our own multiplication books using the concepts we 
learned from our writing exercises.



Greco’s Geckos Went to Churchill!

During the second term, Mr. Greco’s Geckos 
took a (virtual) train ride to Churchill, 
Manitoba! With some online learning, our 
imagination, and creative research, we 
learned about all the great things this town 
has to offer. We studied and learned about 
the first people to step foot onto the land, the 
town’s characteristics, observed the beautiful 
northern lights, saw some entertaining shows 
(thank you, Ms. Anne), and learned why this 
town holds the name of the Polar Bear 
Capital of the World. Of course, we also took 
some time to build an amazing inukshuk, 
which became a great souvenir for us all.


