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The Seven Oaks School Division is a community of learners, every one of whom shares the responsibility to assist 

children in acquiring an education which will enable them to lead fulfilling lives within the world as moral people 

and contributing members of society. 

 

For the 2022-2023 school year Victory School re-committed to Treaty Education as a school-wide priority in our 

school plan. Each classroom teacher taught about Treaties in their classrooms. One of our goals this year was to 

have our parents, guardians and caregivers engage with the Indigenous Peoples Atlas of Canada – to have the 

experience of seeing what their children are learning at school. We set up the giant floor map in the school gym 

during student conferences and invited families to engage in viewing the map and learning about the kinds of 

information the map provides. The map outlines the different Indigenous communities found across the 

country, the languages spoken, and the treaties signed with the Crown. Also highlighted on the map is how 

Indigenous communities and nations often overlap in certain areas of Canada. 

As a celebration of our learning the school Indigenous Education committee organized a whole-school Treaty 

Day on Thursday, June 15, 2023. Our Treaty Day brought activities and new learning to our students as they 

participated in listening to stories told by an Elder, drumming and singing, learning about ribbon skirts and 

shirts, soapstone carving, creating paper Tipis, engaging in Tipi-teachings, oral story telling about the spirit and 

intent of the Treaties, playing Indigenous games, learning about the Native American flute and roasting bannock 

outdoors over an open fire. 
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2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 14, Ms. Debbie’s AM Kindergarten Classroom 
 

This year our kindergarten class learned about the Treaties of Canada through reading the three books: 

The Handshake and the Pipe, The Friendship and We are all Treaty People, by Betty Lynxleg. 

We talked about making and keeping promises and what that means to each of us. We practiced helping 

and caring for one another in our classroom community everyday, just as First Nations and Newcomers 

were meant to keep their promises to respect, help and care for one another. We also took care of the 

land we played in around the school, grew and cared for plants in our classroom, took care of the 

caterpillars in spring and shared how we care for our pets at home, knowing that First Nations People had 

deep respect for the land, animals and plants around us. 

For our art display for our Treaty Education, we watched videos, brainstormed and collaborated with our 

grade five buddies and made posters together about what the Treaties mean to all of us today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 14, Mr. Karl’s Afternoon Kindergarten Classroom 
 

 

Our treaty education art project focused on considering the needs of others and creating a promise that 

would support the people in our class and school. Thinking about treaties as promises, we watched a 

video compilation of the “Treaty Tales” books, produced by the Manitoba First Nations Education 

Resource Centre, to establish a base of understanding for us to have conversations about what comprises 

a treaty. Some students immediately recognized the words in the books stating “For as long as the sun 

shines, the grass grows and the river flows” from the daily school announcements and wanted to include 

that saying on the art piece. We decided to use the shape of a heart and that we would all create an 

individual puzzle piece that would show our promise. The puzzle design was to signify that when all of our 

promises are put together, we will be able to see a heart that loves. After some work to trace out 20 

puzzle pieces, the different pieces were cut out. We had time to read the books “Be Kind” and “The 

Kindness Book” to generate some ideas about what we could to help one another and build our sense of 

empathy. After each student decided on a promise they would keep, we took photos of them actively 

engaging in keeping their promise. Then students painted their own piece and got to work placing their 

words and photo onto the puzzle piece. Some of the promises include, “Help someone if they are hurt”, 

“Share my markers” and “Let you go first in line”. If we saw someone engaging in one of our promises, we 

would reference our treaty and thank them for helping us keep our word. This treaty project was a way to 

help kindergarten students access and use treaties in their everyday life. 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 5, Mrs. Telenko & Room 7, Mrs. Simard’s 
Classrooms 
 

 

Room 7 collaborated with the Room 5 class and during this time it was called Treaty Buddies. To begin the 
Treaty learning the students were asked what they already know about the Treaties? Some of their 

answers were: First Nation peoples made a promise with the Newcomers, a Treaty is like a promise, and 
there was a handshake with the signing of a Treaty. The students also wrote about a promise that they 

had made with someone and how it made them feel to keep that promise. They learned about how First 
Nation’s people had lived a prosperous traditional way of life before the Newcomers arrived in Canada. 
One student’s example was First Nation people had their own medicine to heal the sick and these were 

called sweetgrass, cedar, sage, and tobacco. Another student wrote, they fished with sharp spears made 
out of sticks and caught big fish. The Treaty Buddies also learned about what the Treaties involved and if 

they are still being honoured today. One student illustrated a picture to go along with her writing, As long 
as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the river flows We Are All Treaty People: I think this means that the 

Treaties are meant to last forever and that we all live on the land so we are ALL treaty people. 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 8, Ms. Van de Laar’s Classroom 
 

 

Room 8 learned that a treaty is a promise.  Students brainstormed who they have 

made promises with, why we make promises, and why it is important to keep them. 

Students shared their feelings from a time a promise they made was kept and broken. 

We learned about promises by listening to the story A Promise is a Promise. Room 8 

also learned about some of the numbered treaties in Manitoba and certain parts of 

Canada. We learned that newcomers came to Canada and signed treaties with First 

Nations people and promises were made for as long as the sun shines, the waters flow 

and the grass grows. The students of room 8 represented promise making by making 

pinky promises with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 1, Ms. Justyna’s Classroom 
 

 

 

My class and I concentrated on the Treaties and ways to be an Indigenous Ally. We made an art 

representing the Treaty promise “As long as the sun shines, the grass grows, and the rivers flow” 

using Ted Harrison’s technique of simplicity and bold colours. On the back we wrote our promises. 

We concentrated on ways to show respect and educate about Indigenous culture. Some of the 

examples were: “As long as the sun shines: I will read Indigenous stories, as long as the grass grows: I 

will wear Orange Shirt on September 30th, as long as the rivers flow: I will love like an eagle.” 

Students wrote what was relevant to them here and now, with so much potential and growth for the 

future, as they continue to learn. We presented our Treaty project during the assembly. 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 9, Ms. Magus’ Classroom 
 

 

 

Room 9's learning about Treaties jumped off from our Call-to-Action Inquiry that weaved in and out 

of our learning throughout the year. During this project, students represented a First Nation in 

Manitoba through the painting of several First Nations flags. After discussing the different treaty 

lands that make up Manitoba, through readings and videos, students were responsible for locating 

and marking the First Nation flag they painted on a Treaty Map of Manitoba. In addition to this, 

students worked together on a collaborative art piece. Students each chose a word from our treaty 

land acknowledgement, marked it and painted the background to represent the sun, grass or river. 

During this collaborative art assignment, students discussed the importance of the words we were 

representing and what it means to 'be a treaty person'. Finally, students used these projects to 

complete a writing piece that outlines how they personally contribute to honoring Treaty 

relationships. Some ideas shared were by learning about First Nations Traditions, by participating in 

Powwow Club, by keeping promises like our classroom Treaty, and by working towards reconciliation 

by learning about the Calls to Action. 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 7, Mrs. Simard & Room 5, Mrs. Telenko’s 
Classrooms 
 

 

Room 5 collaborated with Room 7 in our Treaty learning. We collaborated, learned, shared, and 

demonstrated our learning with each other. The younger and older students in each grade gathered 

and learned about the history of treaties in Manitoba, as well as the relationship between First 

Nations and Newcomers to Canada during first contact. Students worked together to identify the 

number treaties and Indigenous communities on a map of Manitoba. Students learned what 

agreements were made during the signing of the Treaties; which ones are honoured today and what 

promises were broken since the signing of the treaties. The students in Room 5 enjoyed learning and 

walking through the Indigenous Atlas of Canada map, where they located treaty areas in Canada, 

symbols and even did a scavenger hunt of important timelines in our history. We shared our 

scavenger hunt with other classrooms so they can explore the timelines! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 19, Mr. Tang’s Classroom 
 

 

Room 19 enjoyed reading the Treaty Tales series by Betty Lynxleg. We learned how the newcomers 

and Indigenous peoples signed treaties to share the land. The treaties were promises that were to 

last as long as the sun shines, grass grows, and the river flows. The students in our classroom worked 

hard to think of promises that they wanted to make towards a friend, a pet, a family member, or 

themselves. They were thoughtful in coming up with a promise that they can honour for a long time. 

 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 17, Mrs. Wakula’s Classroom 
 

 

As Canadians, Grade 4 students in Room 17 have learned about the true history of our country. They understand the 

challenges the survivors of Residential school faced and the challenges the generations of children after them continue 

to face on a daily basis. 

Students have had discussions and learned about Treaties throughout the school year. The class had an opportunity to 

read the book Fatty Legs which is a true story based on the life of Margaret (Oleman) Pokiak. Margaret was a residential 

school survivor who wrote about her life and experiences living in a northern community in Canada and attending 

residential school at 8 years old. 

Here are some quotes about our Treaty Learning from my students: 

Bella: Indigenous people and the newcomers used a pipe after each Treaty was signed. The pipe and a handshake were 

symbols of a Treaty agreement.  

Chase: Agreements were made between Indigenous people and the newcomers to share the land.  

Kidus: The newcomers and the Indigenous people who signed the treaties shook hands to agree to share the land and 

have education for their kids, and to be able to hunt and fish freely.  

Maxwell: Indigenous people wanted to have a good life with the newcomers. The newcomers became greedy.  They 

wanted the land and the resources.  

Rylie: Indigenous people thought they were making a fair agreement, but the newcomers did not follow the agreement 

Indigenous people agreed to. Indigenous people were given $5 a year as part of their agreement, but they have not 

been given any more as our more became worth more.  

Bailey: Indigenous people wanted education for their children, but the newcomers did not give them the education they 

wanted. They put their children in residential schools without asking. They just took them. Residential schools got more 

money if they had more kids attend.  

Kali: When Indigenous children were put in residential school, they weren’t allowed to speak their language. The 

government decided that they should all speak English.  

Bella: Many children suffered in residential schools. They did not get the medical help they needed. For example, many 

died from smallpox.  

Kaiden: We need to learn about what happened to Indigenous people in the past to understand how to fix things now 

and so the mistakes are not repeated. 

 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 12, Miss Olave & Room 18, Mr. Mar’s Classrooms 
 

 

 

To celebrate our treaty learning, Room 18 and Room 12 connected to create a collaborative art piece titled, “For as 

long as the sun shines, the grass grows and the rivers flow.” Throughout our time working on this piece, the students 

discussed the effort required in keeping treaties and the importance of relationships in treaties. The act of working 

together with Victory School’s oldest and youngest students represents the inherent need for multi-generational 

collaboration needed for treaties to thrive. 

In order to piece together the mural, the students painted with acrylic colours representing the sun, grass, and rivers. 

The students were encouraged to paint words and pictures connecting to their identity. Some painted themselves, 

family, things they liked, or words that were important to them. Then together with both classes, we ripped the 

individual paintings and pieced them together into our mural. This reflects the connection between individuals to 

create community and connecting identities. The mural was finished with velvet ribbon and mounted in our hallway. 

In the spirit of partnership and collaboration, Room 18 reflected upon the meaning of being Treaty People and the 

eternal nature of Treaty agreements. Together, they wrote about promises they can make to respect and honour the 

voices of Indigenous peoples and further the process of truth-telling and reconciliation. 

In connection to the idea of lasting treaties and keeping our promises, Room 12 revisited the treaties the students 

made when they were in kindergarten. These treaties are mounted in a beautiful collaborative art piece in Victory 

School’s office. The students were challenged to reflect on whether or not they have continued to live these treaties 

they made a year ago, and if so, how can they make a deeper connection to that treaty to make a greater impact in 

grade 1. The students’ writing was compiled into a book showcasing their kindergarten selves and themselves one 

year later keeping their promises to take care of their land in order to take care of those they share it with. 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Room 6, Ms. Evans & Mrs. Toppazzini’s Classroom 
 

 

In room 6 we used our learning to create dioramas of different Indigenous groups throughout Canada, 

pre-contact and continued to study the relationships after contact with the settlers. We focused on 

learning about the Numbered Treaties 1-11, how these treaties were broken and what we are doing 

today for reconciliation. 

We also studied the Fur Trade, what it meant for Indigenous groups, how the fur trade impacted both 

the settlers and Indigenous peoples and how it helped develop modern day Canada. 

Students shared their learning through projects, group work and games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Mrs. Rumak’s Music Classroom 
 

 

On Treaty Day, students learned about the Native American Flute. As part of the presentation, some 

grade 5 students played Northern Spirit Flutes, and Mrs. Rumak played her Native American Flute. Mrs. 

Rumak's flute is made of Fir and was made by Canadian flute maker Stephen Rensink from Makwa 

Flutes. Students also listened to "The First Flute" a story by Canadian author David Bouchard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Native American Flute Presentation (written by Mrs. Rumak) 

Kaylee: Flute playing has been a part of Indigenous cultures for thousands of years, from South America to the Arctic Tundra.  The 

flute was traditionally used in story telling, hunting, courtship, healing and entertainment.   

Sabina: Indigenous people liked to play the flute outside in nature and was traditionally played by men.  The flute was used by 

hunters to signal each other while hunting by playing bird sounds, since using the voice was discouraged.  Men also played the 

flute to bring themselves back into balance with their surroundings.    

Hannah: The flute was also used for courtship or dating.  A man would play the flute for someone he loved.  All the books Mrs. 

Rumak has are about men playing the flute for someone they love.  

Kaylee:  There are many different types of flutes played by Indigenous people across North America.  Flutes are made from a 

variety of materials including wood, cane, clay, antler and bone.  The most common is the wooden flute.  Flute makers use wood 

from a tree and burn the holes into the wood to make the flute.  Some of the smaller flutes are constructed of willow and are 

about the size of a soprano recorder.  The largest flutes are over a meter long.   

Sabina:  How it is similar to the recorder  

Both are “End Blown” Flutes.  

Both can be made of wood.  

Both are played vertically.  

Hannah:  How it is different from the recorder  

It doesn’t have a hole on the back, so the fingerings are different.  

It has an “external block”.  The recorder has an “internal block”.  

Kaylee:  In Canada the flute was played by the Algonquin, Assiniboine, Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Cree, Fox, Haida, Huron, Iroquois, 

Mik’maq, Ojibway, Okanagan, Omaha, Ottawa, Sauk, Seneca, Nakota and Thompson peoples.  

 



 

2023.2024 Report to Our Community: Mr. Pacag’s Physical Education Classroom 
 

 

 

One of many activities and lessons that shared a strong correlation to Treaty Education, Victory students learned 
about snowshoeing. We learned about the different ways snowshoes were constructed/built, we discussed the 

different materials that might have been used in the past, and compared to what modern snowshoes look like today. 
Students also learned about the uses of snowshoes in daily life. They learned that daily commuting in snowy and 

rugged terrain, and deep snow patches were easier to walk through. Students learned that this made it a little easier 
for indigenous peoples to hunt, trade, gather, and transport. 

 
During our PE classes outside, students were given a groomed path to follow around the field of our school, and then 

were instructed to find areas of fresh snow and make a path of their own. Later, we discussed the differences between 
the two paths. Students were able to discuss the level of difficulty between the two paths and were also able to share 

personal connections of working hard and determination moving/transporting from one place to another. 
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